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CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES GRANT RECIPIENTS  

In 1941, Rotarian William J. Roemer established a trust in the name of his wife, Helen Thom Roemer, to 
support the work of the Orthopedic Committee of the Rotary Club of Appleton and named the Rotary Club 
of Appleton the trustee of that trust.  Today that committee is called the Children with Disabilities 
Committee.  The income from this fund was set up to be used to benefit disabled children within a radius 
of 50 miles. The committee approved the following distributions from the Helen Thom Roemer Fund in the 
Appleton Rotary Foundation: 
 
Fox Valley Sibling Support Network and ARC Fox Cities ($2,250.00) 
The Fox Valley Sibling Support Network was established in 1998 to provide programs for children and 
adults who have disabilities or long-term illnesses.  The Arc Fox Cities provides programs for children and 
adults who have developmental disabilities.  The Fox Valley Sibling Support Network in collaboration with 
the Arc Fox Cities plan to host the 11th annual, Santa Celebration on December 6, 2014 at the Grand 
Meridian, Appleton.  At this even, children with disabilities and their families enjoy breakfast with Santa 
and other fun activities designed to involve children with disabilities of all ages with their siblings.  No 
lines. No rush. No embarrassing stares from strangers.  Just fun, acceptance and Santa’s magic. 

 
Easter Seals Wisconsin Disability HelpLine-Appleton ($3,000.00)  
The Easter Seals Disability HelpLine- Appleton is a program of Easter Seals Wisconsin.  The HelpLine 
has served families affected by disabilities in Outagamie County since 1996.  The mission of Easter Seals 
Wisconsin is to increase independence, maximize opportunities, minimize barriers and enhance the 
quality of life for people with disabilities.  The Equipment Grants for Outagamie County Children with 
Disabilities program assists children needing disability-related equipment that does not fall under the 
“medically necessary” category, and yet the equipment is vital to their safety and/or independence.  
Examples of this equipment include: adaptive bikes, safety fences, therapeutic and recreational aids, 
ramps, vehicle lifts and communication devices.   
 
Cerebral Palsy of Mideast Wisconsin ($2,000.00) 
Our mission is to provide services that positively affect the quality of life for persons with disabilities and 
their families and one of those services or programs is our Residential Camp Sandy Wheels, where 
campers arrive on Sunday afternoon and return home the following Friday.  Our Camp this year, week 
one is August 3-8 (ages 29 and older) and week two (ages 28 and younger) is August 10-15.  Campers 
have a chance of interacting with others and exploring the outdoors.  Residential Camp Sandy Wheels 
provides a positive camping experience.  Camp is provided up to 40 individuals with a disability for 5 days 
of camp.  At Residential Camp Sandy Wheels, they are able to assist campers in gaining the 
independence they will need when they reach adulthood.  While the program is designed to be 
recreational, they make sure that it is also therapeutic and educational.  Campers may feel that they have 
been attending camp only for the purpose of having fun, but their fun-filled activities are preparing them 
for the years ahead.  Campers work on necessary daily living skills, socialization and cooperation. 
 
Bay-Lakes Council ($1,250.00) 
Mission: To instill in young people lifetime values and develop in them leadership skills and ethical 
character as expressed in the Scout Oath and Law.  Vision: The Bay Lakes Council, BSA is the leading 
youth organization in our services area fostering character development and values-based leadership. 
Values:  Trustworthiness, Adventurousness, Leadership, Service, Education, Faithfulness, Patriotism, 
Integrity, Respect.  Annually they provide a Discovery weekend for youth with Special Needs at their 
resident Camp, Camp Rokilio.  Since many of these youth are not able to attend a traditional Summer 
Camp experience, they provide this weekend dedicated to supporting the youth members with Special 
Needs.  Like Summer Camp, youth will have the opportunity to participate in many of the same activities 
that are provided during the summer, based on their ability levels.  These include Archery, B.B. Guns, 
Games, Nature Trails, Crafts and Scouting Skills. 
 
AASD-Therapy and Physical Education Department ($8,000.00) 
The Therapy and Special Physical Education Department provides occupational therapy, physical therapy 
and special education to approximately 382 students at 43 different sites.  Students with disabilities 
receive special education from ages 3 through 21.  The TSPE department travels to students in the 
schools, day cares and 4K sites they attend throughout the Appleton Area School District.  They are using 
the funds to upgrade their adaptive standers for use with children with significant physical disabilities.  
Standing programs are essential to provide position changes and increase classroom participation.  The 
standers they currently have are old enough that parts may be missing, upholstery is in disrepair and 
adjustments are difficult due to stripped screws or rusted parts.  The standers are no longer under 
warranty.  Newer standing products offer so much more adjustability and ease of use that classroom staff 
would be more likely to increase student use of standers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Special Olympics- Fox Valley Region ($2,000.00) 
Their mission is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, 
demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, 
other Special Olympic Athletes and the community.  The funds from the Rotary Club of Appleton helped with the 
cost associated with two of their programs that serve youth with intellectual disabilities.  Funding will benefit their 
Young Athletes program which is “sports play” program designed to meet the unique physical and developmental 
needs of children ages 2-7. In addition, children 8 years and older are eligible to participate their traditional Special 
Olympics programming which offers year round sports training and competition opportunities in 19 sports.  These 
funds make it possible for Special Olympics to offer these programs at no cost to their participants.  
  
The ARC Fox Cities ($2,276.07) 
The Arc Fox Cities empowers youth and adults with differing abilities through its social, recreational and educational 
programs, support groups, camps, family programs, advocacy groups, and community education.  The Arc 
programs serve individuals from birth through adulthood.  As the single largest provider of programs of this type in 
the Fox Cities, The Arc improves the lives of the families they serve by offering them structured programs, social 
events, respite opportunities and a place to feel comfortable and find support.  The funds from the club are for their 
YARC program.  YARC provides educational, social and recreational activities for youth ages 13-23 with and without 
disabilities in an integrated and interactive setting.  Two trends among teens are having a particular impact on their 
program: early physical maturation and increased behavioral issues.  Due to these trends, there is a greater need 
for more staff at programs and further staff training in advanced behavioral interventions.   
  
Muscular Dystrophy Association ($2,000.00) 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association is the world’s leading nonprofit health agency dedicated to finding treatments 
and cures for muscular dystrophy, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and other neuromuscular diseases.  It does 
so by funding worldwide research; by providing comprehensive health care services and support to MDA families 
nationwide; and by rallying communities to fight back through advocacy, fundraising and local engagement.  The 
funds from the Club were used in June.  MDA hosts a summer camp program for children, 6-17 years of age, living 
with neuromuscular disease.  Last year, 39 children, and 56 volunteers attended camp. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Rotary on the Road sign up sheets are available at the sign in table at each meeting.  Make 

sure to sign up for which facility you are interested in attending.  Rotary on the Road is September 23rd.  
• FAMILY OF ROTARY invites you to attend An Historic Bus Tour of Neenah and Menasha 

on Wednesday, September 24.  Local Historian Nancy Barker will be our guide. Cost:  $5 per person.  Please 
sign up at the Registration Table as you attend the weekly Rotary meetings. Bus departs the parking lot on West 
College Avenue next to the McDonald's at 5:30 pm.  Tour will conclude at 7pm.  Participants wishing to gather 
for dinner at a local restaurant are encouraged to do so. WE RECEIVED GREAT FEEDBACK FROM LAST 
YEAR'S TOUR OF DOWNTOWN APPLETON. 

• At the September 2nd meeting there was a member who paid for their meal and left their 
change at the check in table.  If you believe this is you, please contact Meghan at rotaryappleton@gmail.com or 
920-205-5255. 

• The Theme committee would like to announce that the Nobel Conference is October 6th and 
you will return October 8th.  It is being held at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota.  The cost for 
transportation, lodging and meals is $300.  If you would like more information you can contact John Mielke, 
Karen Laws, Harry Spiegelberg or Tom Williams. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GUESTS, VISITORS AND MAKE-UPS 

Guests today were Mary Beth Leopold with Gail Enke, Dan Flannery with Bob Pedersen, Heidi Dusek with Curt 
Detjen, Sarah Burns, Katie Neitzel, Stacy Wickershiem and Harriet Redman with the Club. 
  
There were No Visiting Rotarians 
 
Make-ups were Lynn Peters in Green Bay 
 

NEXT WEEKS MEETING- DISTRICT GOVERNOR- TOM BERKEDAL 
District Governor Tom Berkedal defines the term “hero” and provides an update on Rotary and District 6220 

  


