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Dec. 8th Program:   

Join us for our next Rotary meeting when Mayor Jake Woodford 

will join us to provide an update on the State of the City.   

Join the Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85868002361?

pwd=ZWRQaDM3bEkySndLZDN2eWs3Ujc1QT09 

Or by phone:   1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 858 6800 2361     Passcode: 907924 

NOTICE:  Annual Meeting is Dec. 15th 
All members are encourage to attend We will be voting on a 

change to our Bylaws and the slate of Officers and Directors for 

the 2021-22 Rotary Year.    Thank you! 

Gusto Editor:  nancy.leipzig@communitycareinc.org    

December 15th Program 

Annual Meeting 

Thought of the Day 

Donna Kidder 

No Meetings:  

December 22nd,  

December 29th,  

January 5th 

 December 8th Program 

State of City of Appleton 

Thought of the Day 

Jim Bowman 

http://www.appletonrotary.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85868002361?pwd=ZWRQaDM3bEkySndLZDN2eWs3Ujc1QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85868002361?pwd=ZWRQaDM3bEkySndLZDN2eWs3Ujc1QT09


 

John and Sally Mielke 

(Reflection provided by Curt Detjen at 
the Holiday Celebration) 

You can watch the record-
ed Holiday Celebration 
and Fundraiser here:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/
bMGeGQNVcvPcjCyTNPhlG5DfrO
WIwuxFD78EHfzMu6dUKIBdbUb55
xYBbf5-Iw.LmrMjVPmhShR_wk3  

Passcode: 9+B.Hyvp   

President Tony performed won-
derful Holiday classics at our Hol-

iday Celebration 

Reflections on Dr. John Mielke  
2020 has been so many things that will remain forever in our memories.  
Among these is our loss of some very special people.  Dr. John Mielke is espe-
cially on our minds tonight.  I love this picture of John and Sally … partners in 
every sense of the word.  This picture was taken at the Community Early Learn-
ing Center (CELC) as we celebrated and thanked him as he retired from the Ap-
pleton school board.  The CELC is the home of First Five Fox Valley that we will 
hear more about later tonight.     
In the words of our dear friend, Dick Calder, “John loved helping people and 
organizations make their dreams come true.  Especially if it meant helping the 
very young.  He was always willing to invest in the future.” How true! 
John grew up in Appleton.  He dedicated his life to making this place better 
than he found it.  Few have done it as well. John was a dreamer …then he took 
action to make dreams realities. Just a few of the things he dreamed about … 
First -- In healthcare:   
He was instrumental in changing the medical landscape in Appleton from one 
based entirely on family practice, to a destination for surgeons and medical 
specialties.  He also pushed to get an intensive care unit at AMC. 
Later -- In community and education:  
John had a hand in creating so many things for us: 
In 1986 – the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region 
In 1992 – the Children’s Museum, today called the Building for Kids 
In 1997 -- the Appleton Education Foundation 
In 1998 -- Celebrating Volunteers 
In the early 2000’s – the Community Health Action Team (CHAT) 
He served 26 years on the Appleton board of education.  During this time:  
he inspired the Education for Healthy Kids program for AASD He and Sally initi-
ated the annual trips to the Nobel Conference with busloads of our students. 
The CELC would not even be here today without John’s dream and persever-
ance, and his knack for getting people to share in his dreams … that we can 
make this place better.  For future generations.   
The Compassion Project and the introduction of the Kindness Curriculum de-
veloped by the Dr. Richard Davidson and the Weisman Center at UW-Madison 
– today part of the curriculum in the CELC. 
Reflection: 
We will fondly remember our dear friend.  I will remember him in his signature 
green blazer, or his Wisconsin Badger red winter jacket with matching scarf, or 
wearing the Crayola Crayons tie you see in this picture.  And always with that 
knowing smile on his face. The twinkle in his eye -- as his mind was imagining 
what was possible. 
John’s curiosity and love of human connections.  Often having a chat at Copper 
Rock … he not with coffee but rather with piping hot water in his mug. 
His constant reminders that for events we were sponsoring, it would be so 
much better if we served an apple for dessert rather than the traditional des-
sert.  And Sally’s response ‘’ now John …”    
John loved Appleton.  He loved people, especially young people.  He loved Ro-
tary.  He loved that it stands for service, and continually learning and looking 
for ways to make things better here and abroad.  He loved and saw the poten-
tial … in each and every one of us.     
That’s the Dr. John Mielke we will never forget. He’s made us all better people, 
and his challenge to us will always be to dream a little, share your dreams with 
one another and invite others to join you in making it a reality.   

Thank you, John, for inspiring that in all of us. 

New Member Proposal 

The following individual has been 

proposed for membership in Rotary. 

She has passed all committees and 

unless an objection in writing is sub-

mitted to the secretary within 7 

days, this members will be admitted 

to the Rotary Club of Appleton.  

Megan Leiser of 2244 W. Seneca 

Drive, Appleton, WI 54914 has 

been proposed into membership 

by Nancy Leipzig. She would enter 

under the classification of 

Healthcare. 
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